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“We cherish life by supporting pregnant women, 
new mothers and infants in need.”

lines

of helping 
pregnant women, 
new mothers and 

their babies



Dear Friends,
Reaching milestones is a time for 

reflection and celebration. It seems 
impossible that it has been fifteen 
years since we started on this journey 
together. We have grown from an 
idea in our hearts to a home that has 
supported twenty-seven women. 

Is it possible that the house opened 
ten years ago? That time has flown by, 
and the faces of the women and babies 
play across my mind like a collage. 
So many lovely, brave and beautiful 
women. So many precious babies. 

And so many loyal donors. 
Sometimes I can’t believe the faith 
you had in us at the beginning, when 

all we had was passion and a desire to 
help women in need. Fifteen years ago I 
sat around a table with other founders, 
each of us writing ten letters to friends 
and family, begging for money! Such 
audacity, and yet, here we are, thanks 
to so many of you who said yes. 

Reaching milestones is also a time 
to look ahead. We face challenges: 
recruiting volunteer house managers 
to provide night coverage, keeping 
people safe from contagious diseases 
in communal living, partnering with 
a DHHS system that sometimes feels 
more like an adversary than a partner. 

Nevertheless, as in the beginning, 
we keep moving forward, not able to 

see the road ahead, but trusting that 
we are on the right path. Thank you for 
coming along with us on this wonderful 
adventure.

In Faith, with Hope,
Cyndi Broyer
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A letter from the director

We recently celebrated Joanne Magee, 
who has “retired” from volunteering at 
Mother Seton House. Joanne has been a 
faithful volunteer house manager for the past 
ten years. She was there for the first mom and 
baby who came through the doors, and has 
been there for every mother and baby since. 

Joanne has faced the joys and challenges 
of supporting pregnant women and new 
moms and their babies. She has been a rock, 
a steady influence, a loving and patient 
friend. One mom recently wrote, “I can not 
say enough good things about Joan. She is an 
amazing woman!” 

Joanne has been unflappable, and has 
many colorful stories to tell of times when 

her experience raising her own five children 
helped her navigate a demanding situation 
at Mother Seton House. Mostly, though, she 
has been a loving and nurturing grandmother 
to the women who lived at the house, so 
many women who have said that it was the 
first place they had experienced the kind of 
love and support she provided. 

Joanne’s boundless energy and 
commitment to others has been an 
inspiration to us all. In her application to 
volunteer, all those years ago, she wrote, “I 
treasure each and every day.” She is off on 
adventures, traveling far and near, and while 
we wish her a happy “retirement,” we miss 
her already.

Celebrating Joanne Magee

Three times a year, for 6 years, cases of paper towels 
have arrived at Mother Seton House. It was a mystery 
where they came from until now! We can give thanks 
to Tim Wilson and Lori Hewitt. Tim is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus in Windham, Maine. He visited 
Mother Seton House with other Knights the summer of 
2016. He said, “We were moved by our visit, and seeing 
how even modest contributions were being used to make 
real positive changes in young women’s lives.” The paper 
towels always seem to arrive at just the right time. Thank 
you so much Tim and Lori for your generous donation. 

Thank You...
Claudia Everett, Chairman

Sue Perry, Treasurer
Jane Lounsbury, Secretary

Gene Bourque
Alan Broyer

David Cianciolo
Bonnie Marsh

DIRECTOR
Cyndi Broyer
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spotlightin the

On our website, www.mothersetonhouse.com, you can 
make a donation through Paypal or First Giving. 

For speedy access to our donation webpage, 
use your smart phone or tablet to scan our QR code.

Or you can send donations to: 
Mother Seton House, 

PO Box 673, Fryeburg, ME 04037

It’s easy to donate to Mother Seton House

Samantha & Selena
Samantha is a delightful guest at 

Mother Seton House (MSH) who 
inspires us with her positive attitude, 
independence and good nature. 
Those attributes are reflected in the 
ready smile, calm demeanor and 
curiosity of her infant daughter Selena. 
Conversations with Samantha range 
from serious questions to interesting 
ideas and show the maturity of her 
thinking as well as a variety of interests 
and a bright sense of humor. 

Samantha has earned her high school 
diploma and would like to work toward 
a degree in child development, work 
in day care and become established in 
her own home. In her younger days she 

enjoyed skateboarding, 
but now relaxes with 
various forms of art. 
She likes to paint and 
use other media. “Art 
sometimes just flows,” 
she says, describing it as 
“inventing, a spiral of 
thinking, relaxing.” 

Samantha says that 
MSH has given her a 
place to start to build a 
better future, due to the facilities and 
the presence of many helpful people. 
Being here has let her pick herself up 
financially. 

In her own words, “Being here lets 
me know how selfless people are, not 
asking for anything 
in return .... The 
volunteers take time 
out of their day. 
Their selfless acts are 
most inspiring. They 
are the kindest, and 
good role models.” 

Volunteers agree that Samantha 
is good company and are inspired by 
her positive attitudes. Board member 
Claudia Everett wrote, “I have been 
involved in MSH since it’s inception 
(2007) and I can say with confidence 

that Samantha is one of the most 
nurturing, caring and capable mothers 
to come through our doors.” 

What has she learned from Selena? 
Laughing, she answered, “How to crack 
an egg with one hand.” She added that 

she has also learned 
how to be a mom and 
learned patience. 
Our observation is 
that her intuitive 
mothering shows 
in the joy she and 
Selena share with 

one another. 
What would she hope for Selena? “I 

want to hold her hand, walk with her 
through struggles, help her to learn 
through her mistakes.” We think they 
are both off to a good start.

“Samantha is one of the 
most nurturing, caring and 

capable mothers to come 
through our doors.”
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Drawing by Thomas Merton. Used with permission 
of the Merton Legacy Trust and the Thomas Merton 

Center at Bellarmine University.

Every Baby 
Deserves 
A Good Start!


